LMMS "Relay for Life" Luminaries

Luminaries are a very special part of Relay for Life. The luminary began as a Mexican Christmas tradition of placing a lit candle inside a paper bag. In Relay for Life, each luminary carries a heartfelt message.

Each luminary represents a personal battle with cancer. Luminaries memorialize those who have lost their battle with cancer or honor survivors.

One of the most meaningful traditions at Relay for Life is the Luminary Lap and Ceremony. The track lights are dimmed and all participants circle the track behind traditional bagpipers as only candlelight illuminates the path. This is a truly powerful and moving ceremony. Earlier in the evening, you see a childhood cancer survivor excitedly counting the bags with his name, see someone quietly reflecting beside the memorial luminary of a loved one or dear friend, or see the moment a teacher realizes that her students have purchased and decorated a luminary in her honor as a cancer survivor. Those examples are real accounts – not just of random luminaries – but of LMMS luminaries. 
The luminaries are also a way to generate money for the LMMS Relay for Life team and the fight against cancer. All of the proceeds go to the American Cancer Society. Each bag can be reserved for a $10 donation. Helping Hands will be personalizing the LMMS luminaries and setting them up in front of the LMMS campsite the night of Relay for Life. As in some past years, we hope to display LMMS luminaries during school on the day before Relay for Life.

Examples:  1) A current student plans to decorate a luminary in honor of her mother, a colon cancer survivor. Her mom is a “purple freak” and has three girls. This Helping Hands member is going to decorate it with all sorts of purple, mom, and girly stuff! 

 2) A dear family friend died a few years ago from pancreatic cancer. That year I bought a luminary for him. During Relay I was moved by the many personalized luminaries. So in years since my luminary for Gene has been decorated with all sorts of vegetables since he was always stopping by with fresh vegetables from his garden
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LMMS Luminary Donation

_____  In Memory
or
_____  In Honor

of: _________________________________  (please print clearly)
Donated by: ___________________________ (for back of bag)

Amount $ ___________ ($10 suggested minimum per luminary)

Send forms and money to Jennifer Dawson or Alison Fridborg at LMMS (in person or mailbox). Make checks payable to the American Cancer Society. 
Helping Hands members will decorate/personalize the bags Tuesday afternoon, May 6, 2008.  Thanks for getting it to us by then!
***** Optional - List below hobbies, profession, colors, "special names" or other things you would like used to decorate                       your luminary.   ________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________
